
Mr. McGee and the
Blackberry Jam
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1 Introduce the Book
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�������Have you ever eaten jam made of fruits?

What kind of fruits do you like best?

What about strawberry jam?

It’s so sweet. I love it!

Did you ever spread it on bread?

Do you know how to make strawberry jam?

We need strawberries, white sugar, and juice from lemon.

Place strawberries in a pan and stir while adding some sugar. 

And cook over medium heat.

Now, can you make jam by yourself?
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�����I’m looking underneath the table.
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�����Can we meet at the school instead

of at the house?
������
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�����The weather is quite cold.

Teacher’s Tip
(underneath, instead, quite, bellow)
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�������Before reading this book, we’re going to talk about the word,

bellow.

Bellow rhymes with yellow. Can you read it?

Bellow means like shout.

It means shout angrily in a loud.
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�������Teacher bellowed out loudly.
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�������We can hear lots of rhyming words in this story.

What rhymes did you hear?
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�������Grumpy and lumpy are rhyming words.

They have the /  mpi/ sound.

Can you write bumpy?
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�������bumpy / clumpy
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�������ahead / instead
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�������file / profile
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�������round / pound / sound
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�������yellow / mellow
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�������stories / series
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�������swing / walking / throwing
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�������affair / despair / repair
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�������stopped / hopped
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�������working / licking
��������
	���
���
��������
��������

�������cone / hone / alone

2 Language Art
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�������grumpy / lumpy
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�������bread / spread
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�������while / stile
��������
	���
���
��������
��������

�������found / ground
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�������bellow / fellow
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�������berries / cherries
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�������dropped / plopped
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�������hair / fair
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�������picking / licking
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�������stone / bone



2 Language Art

(burnt)
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�������When Mr. McGee put sugar in his tea, he spilt it on his knee.

He felt so hot.

It made him hurt.

Burnt means hurt by very hot liquid or steam.

I got burnt in my hand.

(stile)
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�������Take a look at this picture.

What is he doing?

He is standing on the fence.

‘He walked and walked for quite a while until he came upon a

stile.’

Can you guess what it is?

A stile is an enterence to the field or path consisting of a step on

either side of a fence to walk to help people climb.

Let’s find the stile on this picture. 

noun verb adjective

stile
herd

heifers

blurted
squirm

clutched

rude
cheeky
rotten
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�����herd : (=group)

large group of animals
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�����heifers : (

young cows 
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�����blurted : 

say it suddenly
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�����rude : (=impolite)

do not have good manner
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�����squirm : 

move a body from side to side
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�����cheeky : (=rude)

slightly rude or disrespectful
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�����rotten : (=bad)

It is very unpleasant
������
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�����clutched : (=hold)

hold it tightly

Teacher’s Tip



3 Comprehension
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�������Do you know the main character? Yes, Mr. McGee.
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�������Can you tell me about him?

He lives under an apple tree. He hates marmalade.

He wants blackberry jam.
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�������What did he do to get blackberry jam?

He walked around and found blackberries.
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�������How did he feel when he found blackberries? He felt great.
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�������What might you say if you were Mr. McGee?
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�������What happened to him?

Lots of heifers gathered around him and started licking.
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�������Why did the heifers do such a thing?

They were curious about him. They wanted to know what it was.
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�������What happened next?

The bull was very angry and bumped his bottom.
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�������Did he get blackberries?
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�������Why didn’t he get them?
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�������When he was safe in bed, what did he say?



Write the correct rhyming words in the box.

Activity 1

repair    licking    found    phone    ground    affair

stone     alone    hair       picking sound     talking

round fair walking bone



Activity 2

Write the synonym for each word. 

cheeky      rotten      herd      clutched      squirm

word synonym

rude

group

hold

bad

wiggle



Draw and describe the main character.

Activity 3

His name is .

He lives .        

He is because 

.


