
Not Now, Bernard
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1 Introduce the Book

��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������Sometimes your parents are so busy. They don’t take any notice of

you, even when you have something important to tell them.

What do they say when they’re busy?

Sometimes they just say, “not now” or “go away!”

How do you feel when they say those things to you?

What do you do when they don’t take notice of you?

Would you shout or get angry?

How can you get them to stop ignoring you?
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������I like to when my parents don’t take any notice of me.

������
	��
��
������
�����We see a small boy whom we

suppose to be Bernard looking
wide eyed at what is a monster, and
a terrible one at that, baring his
teeth from on top of a mound. The
monster is about as broad as he is
tall and is almost all face, with
short arms and legs.
Who says, “Not now, Bernard.”?

Teacher’s Tip

Teacher’s Tip

(behind, ready, front, bit)

��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������Before reading this book, we’re going to talk about the word,

bit.

It means to nip and snap.

If a person bit you, they used their teeth to hurt you.
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������The dog bit me because I teased him.

������
	��
��
������
�����Who’s behind the tree?
������
	��
��
������
�����I’m ready to go.
������
	��
��
������
�����There is a door in front of the

house.
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��������
�������ou, ow make the same /au/ sound. 

Here are some word cards.

What word has ou?

Let’s figure out!

��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������The curtain went . (down)
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������The king lost his . (crown)
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������Why does the turn gray before it rains? (cloud)
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������We need some to make a cake. (flour)
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������She goes to everyday. (town)
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������Look at his face . (frown)
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������Please don’t at me! (shout)
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������Tigers have green eyes. (round)
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������I take a every morning. (shower)
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������Mom her dress in the closet. (found)

2 Language Art

ow ou

brown, cow, clown, down

town, shower, flower, crown

cloud, shout, loud, blouse

mouse, house, shout, flour



2 Language Art

��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������We went to the supermarket yesterday.
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������“Do your homework!” said mom.
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������Can you read a map?
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������My brother broke my pencil.
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������The early bird ate all of the worms.
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������Dad watched TV last night.

The monster Bernard’s father.



3 Comprehension

��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������What is the main character’s name?

Bernard.
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������Who said, “Not now, Bernard”?

His mum and dad.
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������Why did they say this?
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������How did Bernard feel when they said this?

He was unhappy and angry.
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������What might have he said to his parents?

I think he might have said, “there’s a monster in my garden.”
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������What would you do if you were Bernard?
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������What did the monster do when it got indoors?

He bit Bernard’s father, ate dinner, watched television,

read a comic book, and broke toys.
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������Why did Bernard’s mum and dad not realize that it wasn’t

Bernard?
��������
	���
���
��������
��������
�������What could happen in the following morning?
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Teacher’s Tip



Look at the pictures and complete the words.

Activity 1

c r

cl cl

bl fl



Activity 2

Number the sentences in order.

The monster roared at mum and bit dad.

Bernard went into the garden.

The monster ate Bernard’s dinner.

The monster broke one of Bernard’s toys.

The monster went indoors.

The monster went to bed.

Bernard said, “hello” to his parents.

The monster ate Bernard up.
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Draw and write your own ending.

Activity 3


