Square

1. Background Knowledge
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Mom: Have you ever tried to make something but it didn't work?
Yes. | once tried to make a bus using wheels and straws, but it was hard.
Mom: Did you make the bus the way you planned to?
No.
Mom: So what did you do?
| gave up making the bus and just played with the wheels.
Mom: Did you ask someone to help you?
No. | wanted to do it all by myself.
Mom: Do you have a better idea of how to make a bus now?

Maybe if | try again, | will have different ideas.

2. Picture Walking

[cover page]

Mom: Look at the cover. What shape do you see?
| see a square.

Mom: Right. What does the square have?
It has eyes and legs.

Mom: Great! Let's read what happens to the square.

[page 2-3]
Mom: This is Square. The character’'s name must be Square. Do you see how Square begins with
a capital letter?

Yes.



[page 4-5]

Mom: Where is Square?
He is in his secret cave.

Mom: What shape is the entrance to his cave?
It is square, too.

Mom: Right. So he could fit through there perfectly.

[page 6-7]
Mom: Wow! There are so many blocks in his cave! What does Square do with them?
He takes a block from the pile.

Mom: Right. He will have to walk up the stairs to get out. It must be hard work.

[page 8-9]
Mom: What is Square doing?
He is pushing the block up and out of the cave.
Mom: Which is bigger? The block or Square?
The block is bigger than Square.
Mom: Right. It must be heavy. He is pushing the block that is bigger than him up the hill.

[page 10-11]
Mom: What is at the top of the hill?
There are many blocks.
Mom: Right. Square has brought them all up here. This is his work. Do you think it is easy or
difficult?
| think it is difficult.

Mom: | think so, too.

[page 12-13]

Mom: Square was doing his work. Who came by?
Circle did.

Mom: Do you notice that Circle doesn't walk but float?
Yes.

Mom: Circle has no legs. Maybe that's why Circle has to float like this.



[page 14-15]
Mom: What did Circle say about Square?
She said that Square was a genius.
Mom: Right. She thought Square shaped the blocks into squares like a sculptor. It says Square
didn't really see what she meant. Why do you think Square didn't understand?
Because he didn't know what a sculptor is and he didn't shape them into squares.

Mom: Excellent!

[page 16-17]

Mom: What does Circle want Square to do?
She wants him to make a circle.

Mom: How much time did Circle give Square?
She gave him one day.

Mom: Right. She gave him just one day to make a circle! Did Square say "yes"?
No.

Mom: Right. He didn't say “okay” or “yes". He was going to tell her something.

[page 18-19]
Mom: But she was already gone! What is Square going to do?
He is going to make the block look like Circle.

Mom: Yes. He thinks Circle is perfect, so he must make it perfect.

[page 20-21]
Mom: Was it easy to make a circle?
No.
Mom: We can see this from what he says. He said, “This is not perfect!” and, “This is much worse!”
It was his first try, so it was not easy. Look! How's the weather?

It is raining.

[page 22-23]
Mom: Now it is raining harder. It's getting darker, too! Poor Square! Do you think he is making a
circle?

No.

Mom: We only see small pieces of rock.



[page 24-25]
Mom: He carved the whole block away! Will he go to sleep?
No. He will stay up all night and figure this out.
Mom: Wow! He is not going to sleep! If you were Square, what would you do?

| will probably go to sleep.

[page 26-27]
Mom: Look! Square fell asleep outside in the rain! Maybe he was too tired. How is the weather
now?

It is still raining.

Mom: Oh, poor thing!

[page 28-29]
Mom: Now it is morning. The rain has stopped, but how is Square feeling?
He is feeling despaired.

Mom: Right. He knows he is not a genius because he doesn't shape blocks.

[page 30-31]
Mom: Finally Circle arrived. She is early. Maybe Circle could not wait to see his work. Was Square
finished?

He said he was finished.
Mom: Right. He said he was finished, but we know that he didn’t really finish making a circle
shape. How do you think Square felt?

| think he was worried/felt embarrassed/felt bad.
Mom: What did Circle do?

She peered down.

[page 32-33]

Mom: Circle said it was perfect! What did she see?
She saw herself.

Mom: Right. She saw herself reflected in the puddle. Was she satisfied?
Yes.

Mom: How did Square feel?

He was surprised.



[page 34-35]
Mom: Here Circle said, "You are a genius” again, and went away like she did before. What do you
think Square should say?

Maybe he cannot say anything because she’s gone.

[page 36-37]

Mom: Right. Circle is gone. She thinks that Square is a genius, but what does Square think?
He doesn't think so.

Mom: It says, “But was he really?” Do you really think Square was a genius?
No.

Mom: He was a very hard worker, but not a genius.

3. Comprehension Check-up
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Mom: Who is the main character?
Square is.
Mom: What other characters were there?
There was his friend, Circle.
Mom: Right. There were only the two in the story. What does Square do every day?
He pushes a block out of his cave and moves it up the hill.
Mom: Excellent! One day Circle came by and asked Square to do something. What did she want
him to do?
She wanted him to make a circle out of a block.
Mom: Did Square agree to do it?
No. He didn't have a chance to answer.
Mom: But does he do the work anyway?
Yes.
Mom: Was it successful?
No, it wasn't.
Mom: What did Circle see when she came by the next day?
She saw herself in the water and thought it was perfect.

Mom: She said Square was a genius. Was Square a genius?



No.

4. Activity

1) Read Aloud
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2) Phonemic Awareness

- Beginning [b] and [p] sounds
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pile, below, push, block, bring, perfect, back, beautiful, peer

3) Finding Shapes in the house
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4) Make Shapes with Play Dough
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5) Vocabulary
- Shapes Mini Book
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(square, circle, triangle, oval, rectangle, star, heart, diamond, etc.)

6) Arts and Crafts

- Square’'s Work
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